Introduction
Previous investigations have been reported on cell differentiation during endochondral bone development (Reddi, 1981) .
The Sequential stages of endochondral bone formation were particularly elicited by subcutaneous implantation of demineralized collagenous bone matrix (Reddi and Anderson, 1976) .
The occurrence and distribution of several genetically distinct collagens is now well established, and at least ten different types of collagen have been identified (Gay and Miller, 1978;  Minor, 1980; Burgeson, 1982 staining. These cells had the morphology of chondroblasts ( Figure   1A ). At this stage, positive staining with purified antibodies to Types II and IX collagen was observed. The reaction ofType II collagen was detected in the extracellular matrix ( Figures  lB and 1C) ;
for the minor collagen, immunolocalization was mainly restricted to the pericellular area of the spherical cells, and a faint reaction appeared in the extracellular matrix ( Figure  1D) . No Type I collagen was detected.
In the peripheral zone of the formation, the remaining mesenchymal cells showed a positive reaction with antibodies to Type I and Type III collagen, the two types appearing in the form of fibers ( Figures  2A and 2B Figure  4B) ; subsequently, cavernous elements were observed and showed a positive reaction with antibodies to Type III collagen ( Figure  4C ). Type I collagen could be detected throughout this process. Von Den Mark and Conrad, 1979 
Discussion

